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President’s Message
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Greetings to one and all,
I hope you are all looking forward to our coming reunion. I hear it will be (as
always) an exciting and entertaining one.
I am happy to report that the association is now heading in the right direction,
and hope the next group of officers will continue in that direction.
President
Joseph Maiale

The Board of Governors has appointed William Sauers to fill the unexpired term
of Henry Geary, who passed away in early June. The term expires in 2014.

I finally got the courage to write and let everyone know that the New York chapter is struggling
along after the loss of two of our members- Marvin Levy, who was the secretary and always wrote
such interesting articles. Also, we lost Al Zenka who never missed a meeting. We miss you both.
At our last meeting, the conversation turned to our ex secretary-treasurer (and crook- in my opinion) and how he was the fox in the hen house, but tried to make it look like it was our loyal member
Joe Killen. Sorry Joe. I hope that you and everyone else knows who the slime ball thief was.
Stay well and see you at the reunion in Charleston.
Joe Maiale, President
The Ninth Infantry Division Association

Treasurer Report
Our financial condition continues to remain healthy. The end of the fiscal year (20122013) review of our checking account ending June 30, 2013 is illustrated below:
Income

Balance Forward (July 1, 2012)
Revenue (all sources)
Total Income (ending Jun. 30, 2013)

Expenses
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$ 35,115.74
78,201.77
$113,317.51
$75,420.42

Cash Balance (ending Jun. 30, 2013)

$37,897.09

The cash balance represents all monies spread over seven sub accounts within the main account.
These sub accounts are defined as follows: -1 account = General Fund; -2 account = Octofoil
Subscriptions; -3 account= Octofoil Library Project; -4 account = Memorial Fund (aka Tip of Hat);
-5 account = Friends of Father Connors Fund; -6 account = 67th-2012 Reunion/68th-2013
Reunion; -7 account = Nationwide Check.
Account
xxx1 (ending 4/25/13)
Xxx2 (ending 4/25/13)

Dollar Amount
$22,611.90
$ 9,371.69
$31,983.59

Total Shares Owned
721.503
299.033
1,020.536

The share price of $31.34 remains the same since last quarter. We did not receive any dividends
this last quarter.
Respectfully,
William Sauers, Treasurer

OUR MISSION
This Association is formed by
the officers and men of the 9th
Infantry Division in order to
perpetuate the memory of our
fallen comrades, to preserve
the esprit de corps of the Division, to assist in promoting an
everlasting world peace exclusively by means of educational
activities and to serve as an
information bureau to former
members of the 9th Infantry
Division.

TIP OF THE HAT

THE OCTOFOIL

We thank the following members and friends for
remembering the Memorial Fund and our buddies who have
answered their last Roll Call.
Note:
Please make checks payable to:
The Ninth Infantry Division Association

The official publication of The Ninth Infantry
Division Association Inc.. Published four times yearly,
January - March; April - June; July - September; October December. Material for publication must be received by the
publisher according to the following schedule:
December 20 for the January publication
March 20 for the April publication
June 20 for the July publication
September 20 for the October publication

Send to: William Sauers, Treasurer

Helen Clouser in memory of husband, John J. Clouser

One year subscription fee is twenty dollars ($20.00) and
must be sent to the publisher by check or money order
made payable to:
The Ninth Infantry Division Association.

William E. Mizell in memory of father, Willie W. Mizell
Marilyn L. Martin in memory of Donald Sedestrom

Send payment to: Publisher, The Octofoil

Casimir Pakisz in memory of Barthalmew Profancik
Ronald E. Frank in memory of Co. D, 47th Inf. Regt.
Francis Wolman in memory of his wife, Florence

The Ninth Infantry Division Association Inc. is a
registered 501(c)19 Veterans’ Organization of the Internal
Revenue Code in a determination letter issued in January
1948. Contributions are tax deductible.

Mildred A. Billington in memory of W.C.Hornady
Arvid P. Croonquist Jr., Col. (Ret) in memory of
Col. Richard Kent, 3rd Bn, 39th Inf. Regt. and Lt.
AlanzoPalmer, I Co., 3rd Bn, 39th Inf. Regt.
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Arlene K. Silver, in memory of father, Perry Kaye,
H Co., 47th Inf. Regt.
Herb Stern, in memory of Jimmie Richards, Ralph Palermo,
Gus Agostinelli, Ray Schwartz and Jack Diener, dear friends
in war and peace.
The 90’s Club

Friends of Father Connors Fund
The current balance of the fund account for restoration
work is $6,313.41. No expenses have been incurred during the
second quarter of 2013.

The 9th Infantry Division welcomes Bob Miller of Glenshaw,
PA. to the 90’s Club.

We are hoping someone will step forward who has grant
writing expertise and volunteer to help steer the committee. The
next phase of restoration will require significant outlays and unfortunately our account is not sufficient to cover that work. We desperately need to begin applying for grant money in the hopes that
by year end we will have acquired the necessary funds. If you
can help with grant writing please contact Terry Barnhart, Memorials/Plaques Committee Chairman at

Bob was in E Company, 47th Infantry Regiment.
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TWO NINTH DIVISION MEMBERS AWARDED THE FRENCH
LEGION OF HONOR MEDAL

CLARENCE RAY

HERBERT STERN

On April 26, 2013, at the French Consulate in Houston,
Tx., Herbert Stern was presented the French Legion of
Honor Medal by the French Consul. Two World War II
B-26 pilots also were presented the medal. The ceremony was held in the library of the French Consulate.
An estimated 40 family and friends attended the ceremony. Prior to the award presentation, the consul gave
a brief talk describing each recipient’s World War II
activities. Champagne and cookies were served after
the ceremony and audience members shook hands
and saluted the 3 recipients. According to the French
Ambassador’s initial announcement of the award, the
French Government awarded the medal in September
2012.

Clarence Ray was one of nineteen WWII veterans
presented with the Legion of Honor Medal on the 69th
anniversary of D-Day, June 6, 2013, at the French
Embassy in Washington D.C. In opening remarks
Consul General Olivier Serot Almeras praised the
men for their courage. He said, “Under the bleak conditions in which U.S. and Allied forces landed on
France’s coast, the men fought to liberate a country
that most of them had never been to. The price was
the lives of 60,000 U.S. soldiers. We will always remember.” Mr. Ray, who landed on Utah Beach called
his military service a “privilege” more than a duty. “I’m
no hero”, he said.
Created in 1802 by Napoleon Bonaparte, the Legion
of Honor recognizes men and women who have
served France in Exceptional Capacities in military or
civil affairs. It is the highest distinction that can be
conferred upon a person by the French government,
whether the person is of French or foreign citizenship.

Herb Stern joined the 9th Infantry Division at Ft.
Bragg, N.C. in the fall of 1941 and was assigned to
the 9th Medical Battalion. In November 1942 after the
North African invasion he was assigned to the Division’s G-2 section. He participated in all 8 major campaigns and is the recipient of the Bronze Star and two
Purple Hearts.

Clarence served in the U.S. Army from December 8,
1942 through September 19, 1945. He served in the
Normandy, Northern France, Ardennes and Central
Europe campaigns with the 9th Infantry Division. He
received the Distinguished Unit Badge, E.A.M.E.
Campaign Medal, four Bronze Battle Stars, Purple
Heart with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Combat Infantryman
Badge and Good Conduct Medal. He has attended
most of the 9th Infantry Reunions and currently serves
on the Board of Governors.

Herb has been an active member of the 9th Infantry
Association since it’s inception in 1945 during the
occupation. For the past 12 years, he was president
and treasurer of the Texas and Greater Southwest
Chapter of the Association.
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TAPS SOUNDED

The muffled drum’s sad roll has beat the soldier’s last tattoo;
No more on life’s parade shall meet that brave and fallen few.
On Fame’s eternal camping—ground their silent tents are spread,
And Glory guards, with solemn round, the bivouac of the dead.

Bivouac of the Dead by Theodore O’Hare - 1847

9th Infantry Division Medal of Honor Recipients
World War II
S/Sgt. Herschel F. Briles, Co. C, 899th TD Bn; Near Scherpenseel, Germany; 20 November 1944
2nd Lieutenant John E. Butts*, Co. E, 60th Infantry; Normandy, France; 14, 16, 23 June 1944
T/Sgt. Peter J. Dalessandro, Co. E, 39th Infantry; Near Kalterherberg, Germany; 22 December 1944
Sgt. William J. Nelson*, Co. H, 60th Infantry; Djegel Dardys, NW of Sedjenane, Tunisia; 24 April 1943
PFC Carl V. Sheridan*, Co. K, 47th Infantry; Frenzerberg Castle, Germany; 26 November 1944
Captain Matt L. Urban, 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry; Renouf, France; 14 June to 3 September, 1944

* Posthumous award

Source: U.S. Army Center of Military History

Vietnam War
SGT Sammy L. Davis, Battery C, 2nd Battalion, 4th Artillery; West of Cai Lay; 18 November 1967
SP4 Edward A. Devore, Jr.*, Company B, 4th Battalion, 39th Infantry; Near Saigon; 17 March 1968
PFC James W. Fous*, Company E, 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry; Kien Hoa Province; 14 May 1968
SSG Don J. Jenkins, Company A, 2nd Battalion, 39th Infantry; Kien Phong Province; 6 January 1969
SGT Leonard B. Keller, Company A, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry; Ap Bac Zone; 2 May 1967
SP4 Thomas J. Kinsman, Company B, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry; Near Vinh Long; 6 February 1968
SP4 George C. Lang, Company A, 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry; Kien Hoa Province; 22 February 1969
PFC David P. Nash*, Company B, 2nd Battalion, 39th Infantry: Giao Duc District; 29 December 1968
SP5 Clarence E. Sasser, Headquarters Co., 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry; Ding Tuong Province; 10 January 1968
SP4 Raymond R. Wright, Company A, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry; Ap Bac Zone; 2 May 1967
* Posthumous award

Henry Geary
L Co., 47th Inf. Regt.
Donald E. Lavender
I Co., 39th Inf. Regt.

Sources: A Short History of the 9th Infantry Division and
www.homeofheroes.com

Richard Manfredi
Headquarter Co.
47th Inf. Regt.

TAPS LETTER
It is my sad duty to report to you the passing of another Ninth
Division veteran-Don Sedestrom. I am enclosing his obituary
notice with the hopes that you can include it in the next issue
of the Octofoil. Don was the 1st Vice President of the Michigan
Chapter and he will be greatly missed.
Harold Ladouceur
President, Michigan Chapter of the Ninth Division

Henry Geary
L Company, 47th Infantry
Regiment

Richard W. Martin
E. Co., 60th Inf. Regt.
Donald Sedestrom
9th MP Co.
TAPS OBITUARIES

Henry S. Geary, 88, of Allentown, passed away on Saturday,
June 1, 2013 in St. Lukes Hospital Bethlehem. Henry was the
husband of the late Jean D. (Schweitzer) Geary who died on June
1, 2011. Born in West Hazelton, Henry was a son of the late
Charles and Mary (Swantek) Geary. Henry worked as a mail handler for the U.S. Postal Service for many years prior to his retirement. Previously, he worked for the former Lehigh Structural Steel
Company. He was a member of St. Lukes Lutheran Church in
Allentown.
Henry served his country in the U.S. Army in World War II and
the Korean War. During WWII he received the Bronze Star Medal
and the Purple Heart for wounds received. Additionally, he was a
POW in Europe and was the recipient of the European African
Middle Eastern Medal with three bronze stars. Henry was a member of the Ninth Infantry Division and was active in their reunion
activities. He was a member of the Order of the Purple Heart.
Henry also received the Chevalier Award given to him by the
French Foreign Legion. He was a member of the Senior Citizens
at Our Lady Help of Christians and bowled twice a week in the
Senior Bowling at the Jordan Lanes.
He is survived by 1 son and daughter-in-law, 2 daughters and
sons-in-law, 2 brothers and a sister. Henry has 7 grandchildren
and 8 great grandchildren.
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TAPS OBITUARIES (cont.)
Martin. He graduated from the former Springfield Technical
High School and had been a life-long resident. Richard had
worked as a civil engineer for Springfield’s DPW retiring in
1986. He had been a member of Trinity Lutheran Church and
was financial secretary for 35 years.

Donald E. Lavender
1925-2013
I Company, 39th Infantry Regiment

A veteran of World War Two, Richard served with the 9th
Infantry Division in the U.S. Army and received the Purple
Heart for wounds received in Normandy, France in 1944.
Richard was a life member, Past Commander and Treasurer
of the DAV Springfield Chapter #68. He was Past Jr. Vice
Commander from District #6, Dept. of Mass. DAV; was a life
member and Past Golden Rodent Dugout #502, National Order of Trench Rats; was a life member of the Military Order of
the Purple Heart; life member of the 9th Infantry Division Association; and was a member of VFW Post 70. He was also
on Committees of Old King Phillip District, Boy Scouts of
America.

Donald E. Lavender, 88, passed away
on June 11, 2013, at Fountain West
Health Center. Don was born in Newton, IA to Clifford and Beryl Lavender.
He graduated from Mason City High
School in 1942 and completed Mason
City Jr. College in 1947. In 1949, he
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Group Work Education from George Williams College in Chicago.
He married Delores Bohlen on September 14, 1947 at the
Mason City Congregational Church. They had 4 children.
During WWII, Don was a combat Veteran Rifle Squad Leader, Staff Sergeant, Co. I, 39thth Inf, 9th Division. He served in
Germany, Hurtgen Forest, Bulge, Rhine River Crossing at
Remagen and met Russians on the Elbe River. Don remained in the reserves from 1950 to 1980 and retired from
the military as a Colonel (0-6).

He was predeceased by his wife, Lydia (Mastrangelo) Martin
and 3 brothers. He is survived by several nieces and nephews.

Donald Sedestrom
1927-2013
9th MP Company

Don retired in 1998 from City of Des Moines Engineering Dept.
Administrative Division. He previously served as Secretary
Registrar of the Des Moines Scottish Rite Bodies (Masonic
Fraternity), Director of Purchasing at the Bob Allen Cos., and
Vice President-Administrative Services at American Republic
Insurance.

Donald Arved Sedestrom,
Livonia educator, died at his
home in Livonia surrounded
by his family on his 86th
birthday. He was born in
Highland Park, the oldest
son of Arved and Selma
Sedestrom. He went to Detroit public schools and
graduated from Detroit

Don was a member of Acanthus Masonic Lodge, Des Moines,
33 Scottish Rite Mason, Za-Ga-Zig Shrine, National Sojourners, Inc., and Reserve Officers Association. He served as Past
President Central States Shrine Brass Band Association, Past
President and Secretary Za-Ga-Zig Shrine Band, President
and Secretary Iowa Military Veterans Band, served on the Iowa WWII Memorial Committee, and also played in the Greater
Des Moines Community Band.

Northern High School in 1945. He attended Lake Superior
State University for two years, then graduated with his
bachelor’s in education from Central Michigan University in
1951. He earned his Master’s in counseling from Eastern
Michigan in 1965. A lifelong teacher and guidance counselor, he spent the bulk of his career at Livonia Churchill High
School and Livonia Stevenson High School, and as a career counselor in private practice.

He authored more than 60 published articles, primarily in Masonic publications, and twice was the Recipient of the Valley
Forge Honor Certificate for published articles. His writings included combat memoirs entitled *NUDGE BLUE***.
As a student of WWII, he collected first-hand accounts of the
war. In 1999, he represented the U.S. Forces that fought in the
Hurtgen Forest at the dedication of a “Friendship Stone”. Traveling twice to Schmidt, Germany, he met with German veterans that he fought against and had extensive correspondence
with Veterans on both sides of the conflict. He is survived by 2
daughters, 2 sons, 1 granddaughter and a brother.

He was drafted into the Army at the end of WWII and spent
2 years serving with the 9th Infantry Division as an MP in
Berlin. For the last several decades, he enjoyed reunions
with the Division, and was a member of the American Legion.

Richard W. Martin
1922-2013
E Company
60th Infantry Regiment
Richard W. Martin, 90 of Reeds
Landing, and formerly of Dorset
St., died April 5, 2013 at Baystate
Medical Center. Richard was born
in Springfield on Dec. 28, 1922 to
the late Henry D. and Wilhelmina
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He became a Mason in 1960 and a member of Scottish
Rite in 1975. He was active on the Scholarship and Medical
Committees, the Board of Trustees, and the Board of the
Masonic Pathways senior home. His family estimates that
he spent tens of thousands of hours volunteering in the
service of others, including as a Deacon and Elder in the
Presbyterian Church USA, at the Freedom Center at Detroit Metro Airport, as the Congressional Liaison to Michigan’s 11th Congressional District for AARP, as an Ambassador for the Road Scholar, various programs and committees of First Presbyterian Church of Northville, and the Ann
Arbor VA Hospital.

TAPS OBITUARIES (CONT.)

FLORIDA CHAPTER REPORT

Donald Sedestrom (continued)

2013 Florida Chapter Reunion Update: The dates for the Florida
Chapter Reunion have been set for October 2nd and 3rd
(Wednesday and Thursday) at the Days Inn located in Silver
Springs, Florida. However, unless we can rent a minimum of 5
rooms for 2 nights we may have to cancel the 2013 Chapter reunion. No contract has been signed. A survey has been made to all
members asking for a “yes” or “no” whether they will attend. Once
the results are in, we can decide whether to hold the reunion or
cancel it. Because the numbers are so small, the Reunion Committee will contact each member directly.

He received many awards for his volunteer contributions over the
years, including the Meritorious Service Award of the 32 Degree
Masons of the Valley of Detroit in 1994 and the AARP Michigan
Shining Star Award in 2005.
He greatly enjoyed reading, birding and travel. He will be dearly
missed—especially his genuine interest in others, kindness, and
sense of humor.
He is survived by Roberta, his wife of 49 years, 4 children and a
brother.

Great Grand parents: On December 4, 2012, Emil and Audrey
became great grand parents with the birth of baby Sofia by their
grand daughter Emily De Donato Des Rosier. Husband Dr. Joe
Des Rosier is practicing medicine in Rochester, Mn. Baby Sofia
was baptized on June 8, 2013 at the St. John the Baptist Catholic
Community Church in Dunnellon, Florida. A family celebration was
held at the grand parents, Emil & Audrey De Donato’s home in
Rainbow Lakes Estates, Florida.

Richard Manfredi
1922-2013
Headquarter Co. 47th Infantry Regiment
(excerpted from the Florida Chapter Newsletter )

Martin & Rosalyn Gross: In a e-mail, Marty wrote that his wife
Rosalyn suffered a stroke but is recovering nicely. They will be
attending the National Reunion with several members of Marty’s
family. However at 96 years old, Marty cannot drive any long distances and regrets that he and Roz will not attend the Florida Reunion scheduled for October 2nd and 3rd in Silver Springs, Florida. We pray for Rosalyn’s complete recovery.

Richard Manfredi was born on May 27, 1922 in Sanger, CA. He
joined the 9th Infantry as a replacement during the Sicilian campaign and was assigned to the 47th Infantry Regimental Message
Center. Following the hostilities in Sicily, the 9th Infantry Division
was sent to England to prepare for the invasion of Normandy.
Richard was part of the 47th Infantry that landed on Utah Beach
on D+2, two days before the main body of the 9th division that
landed on Utah Beach on D+4. He participated in all the combat
from the sands of Utah Beach until the end of the war in Germany.
Besides the numerous service medals that he received, he took
pride in the Purple Heart Medal awarded him for a shrapnel
wound during the Battle of the Bulge.

(Richard Manfredi’s obituary in Taps Sounded section)
Any member of the 9th Infantry Division receiving the Octofoil is
welcome to join us at the Florida Chapter Reunion. For complete
details, contact Emil De Donato at 352-

Richard was honorably discharged from the Army in October,
1945. From 1945 until 1952, he worked managing his grandfather’s 40 acre grape farm in Sanger, CA. He left the grape vines in
1952 when he went to work for the United States Postal Service.
Starting as a clerk, he worked himself up the ranks until being
appointed Postmaster by President Kennedy of the Sanger Post
Office in 1961. He remained as Postmaster until his retirement.
Richard was very active in the Sanger community. He coached
Little League Baseball, was a Hunter Safety instructor, Scoutmaster of the Boy Scouts of America Troop 203 and active in the Cub
Scout Pack 205. Richard Manfredi served as Chairman of the
Sanger March of Dimes. He served as the Post Commander and
Quartermaster of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7168. He
was President of the Sanger Kiwanis Club for two terms and Secretary for 34 years. Richard was a founding member of the Sanger
Historical Society, was on the Board of Directors, served as its
Treasurer and as Docent of the Depot Museum. He was a member of the Sanger Chamber of Commerce, a long time member of
the Apache Boosters Club and was elected into the Sanger Baseball Hall of Fame. He was a member of the Italian Catholic Federation and served as its Treasurer for many years. He was elected
Sanger’s Man of the Year in 1965, Grand Marshall of the Toyland
Parade and inducted into the Sanger Hall of Fame.
Although Richard Manfredi was not a member of the Florida
Chapter, he and his wife Lillian attended two National Reunions
and 3 Florida Chapter Reunions when they visited Emil and
Audrey De Donato on the east coast.
Richard was preceded in death by his wife Lillian, his parents, twin
sister, brother and nephew. He leaves behind 2 sons, 5 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.
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MICHIGAN CHAPTER REPORT

Those attending were:
Front row L to R: Stella Bowers, Clyde LaBrenz, Marcia
LaBrenz, Erik Olson, Kaye Olson, and Lucille Ladouceur.
Back row: Susie Beauvais, Lynn Bowers, Ann LaBrenz,
Blanche Lucia, Marilyn Martin, Margaret Wisnieski, Sue
Andrews, and Hal Ladouceur.

Just days before Memorial Day, which remembers men and women who died while serving in the Armed Forces, the Michigan Chapter held their Spring meeting on May 11, 2013 at the Spartan Hall of Fame Café in East Lansing. The social hour was filled with a mix
of emotions, such as joy in greeting attendees, sharing, reminiscence, and reflective moments regarding recent losses of chapter
members.
President Hal Ladouceur called the meeting to order with fourteen persons in attendance. Three veterans were present: Hal Ladouceur, Lynn Bowers, and Clyde LaBrenz. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Hal called for a moment of silence in remembrance
of those no longer with us. He stated that the MI Chapter had lost two persons since the last meeting: Vice-President, Don
Sedestrom, who died on his birthday March 22, 2013 and Mary Doering who died on February 16, 2013. The President offered a prayer.
Treasurer, Lynn Bowers provided a full Treasury report and told the group that the bank did not charge the chapter a service fee
which was welcomed.
The President reminded members of several items. First, he spoke regarding the upcoming 68th 9th Infantry Division Association annual reunion to be held in Charleston, South Carolina on July 19-21. He reminded everyone that prospective attendees had to make
their own hotel reservations. Also, he encouraged everyone to check the back of the Octofoil for their subscription expiration date;
Lynn Bowers added that dues were also important. Hal Ladouceur also reviewed the status of the past national secretary-treasurer,
his charges for embezzlement, the sentence, and the ordered restitution of funds to the Association and Nation-Wide Surely and Fidelity Co. as listed in the Octofoil.
Significant to the Michigan Chapter was the President’s announcement that due to the national by-law changes at the 9th Infantry
Division Association level, widows and descendants could now serve as officers. Michigan needs were to elect a Vice-President and
Chaplain. After a request for volunteers, Sue Andrews offered to serve as Vice-President. Rather than to wait for the fall meeting to
vote, it was moved and seconded to accept Sue Andrews in that position and also to continue current officers; President, Hal Ladouceur; Treasurer, Lynn Bowers; Secretary, Margaret Wisnieski; and Recording Secretary, Kaye Olson.
More issues were discussed. Now, all Vietnam Veterans who served in the 9th Infantry Division can become a member of the national
Association, thus they could become a Michigan Chapter member. Chapter meetings could be held once or twice a year with attendees choosing to continue the two gatherings per year. A status on the decreasing chapter mailings was provided by Secretary,
Margaret Wisnieski. Kay Olson shared brief parts of e-mails from three individuals (Pauline Slezak, Susie Williams and Carol Greenough) who had expressed their regret in not being able to attend the May meeting.
Erik Olson passed around a Veterans Day, 2012 Worcester newspaper article titled “9th Infantry Division Memorial Rededicated”
which was printed 50 years to the day that the 9th Infantry Division Association Memorial at the Immaculate Conception Church in
Worcester was dedicated. This article triggered memories from several chapter individuals. Sue Andrews recounted attending the
Worcester Memorial ceremony when she was just 9 years old. She remembered the large number of veterans present, the memorial
outside, and going to the Fr. Edward T. Connors Café. Margaret Wisnieski recalled how the 9th Division Veterans and families filled
the Worcester church for the mass.
Important to the group was the discussion regarding the 9th Michigan Chapter’s memorabilia and where it should be donated. Although Fort Benning, outside Columbus, Ga. did not seem realistic, the Military & Space Museum in Frankenmuth, MI was a hopeful
possibility. Presently, all memorabilia is currently being held with a Mr. Hennessey who would be contacted to complete the project.
After a discussion, the next chapter meeting was confirmed for Saturday, October 5 at 12:00 noon at the Spartan Hall of Fame in East
Lansing. With business completed, the chapter meeting adjourned and attendees turned to more sharing and socializing. Despite multiple losses over the past year, members looked forward to getting together this fall.
Kaye Olson, Recording Secretary
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MAIL CALL

MAIL CALL

PAUL SCHUMACHER
SELMER, TN.

MAIL CALL
in kind and struck their position and things quieted down
momentarily. After the tree limbs stopped falling and the
smoke cleared, I found the new replacement crumpled in
a heap, lifeless and still. I cradled his head against my
chest briefly and with tears running down my cheeks, I
said to him, “It was my duty to be near you and to lead
you today. You served your country honorable. I shall
never forget you.”

Here’s the outline of a talk I gave on Memorial Day 2013. I often
am invited to speak somewhere. Thought you might be interested.
Paul
Commander Taylor, Legionnaires and Auxiliary, women and men
in the Armed Forces, Veterans and your families, Distinguished
guests,

There are hundreds and hundreds of thousands who have made
the supreme sacrifice. They loved their country and were devoted
I was 3 years old when my parents took me to my first Decoration to the principles and ideals of our nation.
Day Ceremony. And it was a regular annual event in Lynnville,
Indiana for us over the next 14 years. The village of about 150
WHAT CAN WE SAY TO THEM TODAY?
people held the ceremony in the local cemetery and people for
We can say, “We remember your sacrifices. We have not forgotmiles around came to visit with relatives and friends. I suspect
ten you.”
that was their motivation for attending.
To the young replacement soldier from Illinois, we had less than 8
Compared to the theme and the opening ceremony of today,
hours together.
events during my youthful day were indeed sparse. In 1926 we
had neither a color guard nor a band. American flags had been
WHAT CAN I SAY TO HIM?
placed on the graves by two veterans from the American Legion. I can say “I shall always remember the pledge I made some 68
One of the veterans was my uncle; the other one was the barber years ago. I remember our brief time together. I have not forgotten
in Lynnville. Both had served with the Expeditionary Forces in
you.”
France in World War I and were in uniform for the celebration.
I close with a benediction for those whose immeasurable sacrificFamilies attending the all-day affair brought picnic lunches which es we celebrate on Memorial Day each year; and for us who
were placed on a blanket on the ground. There were a lot of chil- mourn the loss of them. In the chapel on the grounds of the Amerdren of various age groups and they congregated in groups away ican Cemetery at Henri Chappell in Belgium there is a special
from the adults and played games.
prayer that has caught my attention. I give it in the hope that it will
bring you enough comfort and strength to deal with the loss of a
Speeches, ah yes the speeches. We had no distinguished milifamily member or friend in the Armed Forces.
tary officer in attendance so the speakers generally were from the
courthouse; or a banker; or a school principal or sometimes a
Here are the words on the plaque:
minister from a local church. If you ask me today about those
speeches, I would have to honestly say, “I think they were politiO Lord, Support us all the day long
cally motivated”. Why? There were two veterans in the crowd but
Until the shadows lengthen
there were perhaps 200 voters in attendance.’’
And our work is done.
The atmosphere, the setting, the crowd here in Scotts Hill today is
Then in Thy mercy grant
much, much different than the crowds were in Lynnville, Indiana
Us a safe lodging and a holy rest
80 or so years ago. Of this, I am certain: In my youth I did not fully
And peace at the last.
understand the concept of “GIVING UP ONE’S LIFE FOR HIS
COUNTRY”. Yes, it was explained in the history books. And I
Commander Taylor, It has been a privilege and a great honor to
heard it again and again on Decoration Day. But I was a country
participate in the ceremony of this Memorial Day Celebration.
boy and that concept just did not register with me until I was in
the Army, in the battle zone with the 9th Infantry Division.
Sincerely,
Paul Schumacher
Although it was a long time coming, I got a first class education
very quickly. Henceforth, there has never been any doubt in my
mind of the meaning, the significance and the consequences of
the term, “GIVING ONE’S LIFE FOR HIS COUNTRY”.
I invite you to come on a journey with me .Use your imagination if
the terms I use are not familiar.
Come with me for one day to the middle of the Huertgen
Forest in Germany. It’s the third week in October 1944.
The normal strength of a combat infantry platoon in my
Company in the 9th Infantry Division was about 35
male soldiers. On this particular day in October 1944,
in my platoon there are 6 soldiers; 1 sergeant, 4 PFC’s
and 1 Private (a new replacement who arrived on the
frontline yesterday afternoon). At 10:00 AM we begin
to move forward toward a clear meadow about 1000
yards ahead of us. Apparently the meadow was under
surveillance by German defenders because about 10
rounds of mortar and artillery came upon us as we
reached the edge of the woods. Our artillery responded

MICHAEL FRATICELLI
PHILADELPHIA, PA.
Michael Fraticelli, who has been working on a documentary project that will include interviews from 9th Infantry Division members, wrote to say that he is keeping a positive outlook, but his
work has slowed due to health issues. If any members would like
to be interviewed for the project, Michael can be contacted at
or WW-II@comcast.net. His website is
www.ww2survivorstories.com.

8

CROSSING THE RHINE
By Donald Stibitz
Reprinted by permission of the author. Part
Three of a seven part series. Part One was
published in the Jan.-Feb..-Mar. 2012 issue.
Part Two was published in the Jan.-Feb.-Mar.
2013 issue.

A piece of shrapnel about the size of a nickel landed about 3 inches from my crotch. I was lucky I had my legs spread apart while
sitting in a deep slit trench. The next day, the 12th, we broke out
of that position and took the high ground east of Erpel and continued on toward the Cologne-Frankfurt Autobahn. In the process,
we took the towns of Strauscheid, Rahms, Weissenfeld, Hodden,
Hombach and Epgert.

March 7, 1944, the American 9th Armored
Division captured the Remagen Bridge or, as
it is known in Germany, the Ludendorf Bridge.
Donald Stibitz
This was an astounding feat as it put the
circa 2004
Americans across the Rhine River months
ahead of schedule and paved the way for a quick defeat of the
German Army. Thirteen Distinguished Service Crosses were
awarded for this feat.

This helped to secure the Rhine crossing. Our next objective was
the town of Strauscheid. We took that and then headed toward
Rahms. We went through a section that was kind of swampy,
thank God for that. I took a step at one point and felt a wire hit the
instep of my boot. I froze, knew what it was, and prayed, all of this
in a fraction of a second. I heard the pop and got splattered with
mudd. The blasting cap went off, but the bouncing Betty didn’t
come up. No explosion, and no loss of one or two legs or death.
Once again, my luck didn’t run out and many thanks to the soggy
ground. I think my heart lost about a dozen beats. You can bet I
was damn careful walking through the rest of that area.

My outfit (I Company of the 60th Regiment, 9th Division) was
about 100 miles from the bridge at that time. We were given orders to be ready to move out at 2300 hours. Our mission was to
cross the bridge as soon as possible. We were given Benny’s
(drugs) to keep us awake for the trip, however our Commanding
Officer had trouble locating trucks for us so, at 10:30, since we
were going nowhere, we were all given something to help us
sleep.

We took Rahms. Next came Weissenfeld. I remember this town
very well. It was kind of special to me. First of all, it was one of the
few times when everything went according to the book.. Many
times in combat, you get an order to pack up when moving out.
I’m sure the platoon leader knew where we were going, but the
word never got around to everyone.

Our CO however, was not one to give up so he managed to confiscate some supply trucks from the Red Ball Express outfit. The
Red Ball outfit put up a fuss but they lost out on this one. Now our
guys, who were finally getting some decent sleep, were rudely
awakened and given some new pills to wake you up. Can you
imagine what that did to our brains. We didn’t know whether to
stay awake or go to sleep. We boarded the trucks for an all night
ride. I felt very lucky because I rode in the cab. The guys in the
back had a wild and very rough ride.

On this occasion, I was called into meeting at battalion and we
were given the plans for the next assault. I was given a light machine gun section and three riflemen, then told to climb up the hill
on the left approach to the town of Weissenfeld. We were to set
up the machine gun in a position to lay fire on the first house on
the left side of the road leading through the center of town.
A heavy machine gun was to set up on the hill on the right side of
the road to lay fire on the first house on that side of the road . The
rest of the platoon, lead by the platoon leader, was to approach
the town along both sides of the road. We also had two Sherman
tanks in front of us ahead on the road. We were to go in and if
one shot came from any house we would destroy the house with
fire.

When we got to within a few miles of the bridge, we heard a weird
sound, a very unusual sound. We saw aircraft that had already
passed and were quite a distance away. These were the first jet
aircraft that any of us had ever seen or even heard about. They
strafed us three times on the way down to the bridge. Each time
the trucks stopped, everyone jumped out and crawled under the
trucks. I don’t believe we had any casualties from the strafing, but
we had two broken legs from jumping out of the trucks.

Everything went beautifully. When the tanks and riflemen got
close to the houses, I told the machine gunner and riflemen to
stop firing. The gunner was firing like crazy and kept firing. I had
As we reached the bridge, we could see on our right, an unbeliev- to kick his hand off of the gun or he would even have been firing
able sight. On the high ground as far as we could see, there was a at our people. When we made it into the town, we started to
search the houses.
concentration of all types of equipment that must have been
brought in from the whole army. There were loads of anti aircraft
At first there were no people around, it seems that everyone inguns, jeeps mounted with 50 caliber machine guns and anything
that could be used to fire at aircraft. When we reached the bridge, cluding the military and civilians had retreated into the houses
and managed to keep ahead of us. I was walking down the center
we found that it was still intact enough for us to run across. We
crossed on the morning of March 8th, but no vehicles were able to of the street, so I could direct the search teams into alternate
make it across because two tanks that had hit mines had blocked houses. By the time we reached close to the other end of the
town, the people had crowded into the few remaining houses. At
the way.
this point, the Wehrmacht, which was mostly elderly soldiers and
I saw one of our B25’s go down near the bridge. The German jets very young soldiers, surrendered. Then I heard a shot on my right
and saw that one of my squad leaders had fired at a third floor
and other German planes finally took the plane down. When I
window in the house directly in front of me. I was thankful that my
started across, I didn’t believe I could run that fast and finally
reached the train tunnel on the other side. After crossing, we took squad leader was such a good shot.
the city Lintz and spent the night there.
The next morning, we left to clean out the town of Hodden. After
taking the town, we ended up on the far end and from the house
This was a champagne town. I believe every house in the town
had a basement full of champagne in racks. I didn’t touch a drop, where we were located, using my field glasses, I could see a
King tiger tank, perhaps 2000 yards away. I told the guys to be
because we had an important job coming up the next day. We
careful not to be seen but, as usual, some of them strayed, and
captured the high ground. Sometimes I felt like I spent a hell of a
lot of time taking the high ground. We spent three days on flak hill. the tank fired a couple of rounds into the top of the house.
We were shelled 24 hours a day. Sometimes we had 20 minutes
between shells. A number of the guys threatened to stick their leg
out of their hole hoping to catch a shell fragment. We had casual(continued on page 10)
ties from the anti aircraft shell bursts.
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I told the squad that was with me, they better get into the cellar.
The ideal thing to do. It was the worst call I ever made. The rear
part of the house faced the tank. I was standing to the right of the
kitchen doorway watching the tank and I could see the gun moving and yelled, “There’s one coming.” This round came through
the open doorway, and directly opposite was the doorway to the
basement. The round came through the opposite basement doorway and exploded in the basement wall.
Out of the six soldiers, two were killed in action, two were wounded and two lost their hearing for awhile but were otherwise O.K.
Luckily, I was just far enough to the right that I was not injured.
We then advanced to the town of Hombach. After moving in, we
had a bit of a fire fight, then the shooting stopped and what was

there was the Wehrmacht. They surrendered, so we knew that
the unit of SS troops had pulled out. When they had no one at
their backs threatening to shoot them, they would surrender.
Then off to the next town, Epgert, where it was a night attack under similar conditions. No signs of people, as we searched the
houses. Sometime during the night, I was in a fair sized building
where it was so dark that I couldn’t see anything. I bumped into a
large leather easy chair and heard a lot of chattering, opened my
eyes and there must have been 15 or 20 women and children,
pointing, laughing, giggling and having a grand time. It was the
first time I had ever seen so many Germans actually looking so
happy.
Next: On to the Hartz Mountains
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Officers and Board of Governors
2012-2013

THE NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIIP APPLICATION
Membership year July 1 through June 30

Officers

Joseph Maiale, President

NAME______________________________________________________________
Clare Irwin, Secretary
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________
William Sauers, Treasurer
CITY__________________________________________STATE_______________
Board of Governors

Terms Expiring 2013
Paul Schumacher

9-DIGIT ZIP CODE________________________PHONE_____________________
EMAIL______________________________________________________________

Dr. Martin Gross
Russell Bellanca

Membership Fee:

Amount Due

Regular Annual Member ($15.00 per year)
(9th Infantry Division WWII Veterans, Widows, Spouses,

___________

Associate Member ($10.00 per year)

___________

Lineal Descendants, 9th Infantry Division Vietnam War Veterans)

Terms Expiring 2014
Joseph Maiale

(Friends, Historians, General Public, et al.)

Clarence Ray
William Sauers
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE
Newsletter Staff

Make check payable to: The Ninth Infantry Division Association

Publishers/Editors The Octofoil
Jane Mitchell

____________

Send to:

CLARE IRWIN, SECRETARY

Theda Ray

Rev June 2013

PLEASE NOTE THESE VERY
IMPORTANT CHANGES THAT ARE
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY
Membership forms and checks should be sent to our Secretary, Clare Irwin, as indicated on the form.
Octofoil subscriptions and checks should be sent to publisher, Theda Ray, as indicated on the form.

Subscription Form

Annual subscription fee: $20.00 (July 1 through June 30)

All other monies (FFCF, Tip of the Hat, etc.) should contin- Name______________________________________________
ue to go to our Treasurer, William Sauers.
Address____________________________________________
Any articles, Chapter reports, etc. that are to be printed in
the Octofoil should be mailed to Publisher, Jane Mitchell,

City_____________________________________State______
9-Digit Zip Code_________________Phone_______________
Email______________________________________________

Hopefully, this will not be too confusing. However, we
needed to divide the duties as they should be, rather than
one person having all of the responsibility.

Check payable to: The Ninth Infantry Division Association
Send to: Publisher, The Octofoil
THEDA RAY

Respectfully submitted,
Jane Mitchell, Editor
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THE OCTOFOIL

801 W. 232nd St. #3M
Torrance CA 90502
Return Service Requested

68th Annual Reunion of the
Ninth Infantry Division Association
Charleston, S.C.
July 19-21, 2013

If you have any articles, stories or information that would be of interest
to the membership, please submit them for publication in the Octofoil.
Please send to: Jane Mitchell,
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